[Changes in the contents of epidermal growth factor and EGF-like polypeptides in the liver tissue of rats in N-nitrosodiethylamine-induced hepatocarcinogenesis].
It has been determined that concentration of EGF-like substances in the liver of rats with N-diethylnitrosamine-induced hepatocarcinogenesis increases and reaches its maximum in tumours (50-150 ng/mg protein). In the regenerating liver the amount of these peptides does not exceed 10 ng/mg protein. High pressure gel-filtration of appropriate extracts has revealed EGF-competing substances with m. w. about 20-30 kD in the liver carcinomas. The presented data confirm that registered EGF-like substances belong to TGF-alpha peptides.